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♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦
NEXT MEETING CARDIFF

♦♦♦♦♦♦
Professor Neil Jenkins 1914 – 2007

The next meeting of the Association will focus on Future
Perspectives of Basic Science Teaching in the BDS
Curriculum and will held on Friday 4th April in
Cardiff. This will be preceded by a Dinner for
participants on Thursday 3rd April. Full details are
available on the website www.abstd.org. Participants
should inform the local organiser Alistair Sloan,
sloanaj@cardiff.ac.uk of their intention to attend.

Many of you will be aware of the sad passing of Neil
Jenkins. His contribution to Oral Physiology and
Biochemistry was quite outstanding.
Whilst many
members may not have known Neil, I am sure most will
know of his books and the contributions that he himself,
and the many people who worked with him, made to
teaching and research. I am greatly honoured to be one of
his successors in Newcastle and you may like to know
that his name lives on – we have just finished
refurbishing a suite of laboratories devoted to fluoride
and nutrition research, that are named the Neil Jenkins
Laboratories. RRRB.

♦♦♦♦♦♦

♦♦♦♦♦♦
BDA – CCDAS

rd

Thurs 3 - Fri 4th April 2008

4th European Meeting London
8th – 10th September 2008
The 4th European Meeting will be held from 8th – 10th
September 2008 immediately preceding the PEF meeting
of the IADR. The meeting is kindly being hosted at the
British Dental Association in Wimpole Street London.
There will be a welcome reception and tour of the BDA
museum on Monday 8th September, scientific and poster
sessions on the Tuesday, an Association dinner on
Tuesday evening and we hope to continue our discussions
on the Wednesday morning at a venue adjacent to PEF
registration. The scientific programme is still at the
planning stage, but if there are topics you would like to
include or have suggestions as to speakers whom we
should invite, your President or Hon. Secretary would be
delighted to hear from you.

♦♦♦♦♦♦

DENTED III / ADEE
GLOBAL CONGRESS - DUBLIN
4-5th SEPTEMBER 2007
This event was attended by representatives from 65
countries. It marked not only the end of the DENTED
projects, but also a new beginning, the relaunch of
IFDEA – International Federation of Dental Education
Associations. (www.ifdea.org). ABSTD is not involved
in this organisation. The reports of the Global Congress
have just been published (………..) and a report
of the meeting will be made at our Cardiff meeting in
April.

For many years we have had links with the BDA Central
Committee for Dental Academic Staff. This body is
primarily concerned with the employments concerns of
clinical academics but has overlapping interests with
ABSTD with regard to educational issues. One of the
difficulties we have faced in finding representatives to
serve on CCDAS has been the requirement that they be
registered dentists. However, thanks to the support o the
Chairman of CCDAS, Ross Hobson, the BDA has agreed
to having basic scientists permanently represented on the
Committee by the current president of ABSTD. Roy
Russell has already attended one meeting and found it a
very useful forum for sharing information – particularly
about the background politics of dental education!

♦♦♦♦♦♦
Basic Medical Sciences
The Peninsula Approach ‐ (Jon Bennet)
The opening of the new dental schools at Peninsula and
elsewhere has aroused a great deal of interest, not least
because all those joining have a relevant science degree
or equivalent experience.
Basic medical science, known at Peninsula as
life science, is central to a curriculum which is integrated
both vertically between years and horizontally across the
disciplines covered in a single year. Throughout, there is
an emphasis on contextualisation to the needs of
practicing dentists. The teaching style revolves around a
blended programme of intensively structured self directed
learning and more formal teaching with features akin to

problem based learning. This, we term, enquiry based
learning (EBL) McHarg & Kay, BDJ submitted). In the
first two years, students work through a series of cases
based on the human life cycle. Each lasts two to three
weeks and is designed to steer students towards specific
learning objectives and direct students to engage with a
range of topics. A case on early childhood, for example,
might focus on embryology, early tooth development and
the physiology of growth in terms of life sciences, but
will also look at issues like communication with parents
and consent and introduce clinically related areas such as
preventive strategies. Each group is led by a facilitator,
an experienced practicing dentist whose role is to provide
guidance and ensure that specific learning objectives
attributed to each case are achieved. These can, in turn, be
mapped to the First Five Years, the Peninsula Dental
School learning outcomes or indeed any other appropriate
documentation, for example,
that describing the
competencies required of a dentist in Europe.
Students in their first two years can expect to
work through the life cycle twice in each year. Each time
a specific age range is revisited the knowledge gained
previously will be reinforced and expanded. Developing
the example given previously, when revisiting early
childhood the embryology might be expanded to
introduce common craniofacial deformities such as cleft
palate, and to explore how they relate to events in normal
development. In subsequent years this will evolve into
consideration of management issues so a ‘spiral of
knowledge’ can be introduced. The material covered in
each case is supported by an ongoing programme of
keynote lectures or ‘Plenaries’ given by Peninsula staff or
outside speakers. A significant proportion of the
‘Plenaries’ cover Life Science topics either directly or in
a cross disciplinary fashion.
Whilst basing our
programme around self-directed learning we recognise
that some students need guidance over and above what
can be achieved in a wholly self-directed programme
when tackling complex issues such as those encountered
in some areas of the basic and applied sciences. To
address this, EBL sessions are supported and
supplemented by those dedicated to the life sciences and
offer opportunities for small group teaching and increased
contact time with subject specialists in these areas.
The life sciences are part of an integrated
assessment programme in which academic tutors play a
central role. Students are required to keep reflective
portfolios which are formally reviewed at six weekly
intervals. There are summative assessments in the form of

MCQ’s at the end of the first and second years and life
science topics may be included into our programme of
progress testing which will take place throughout the
course.
Basic Medical Sciences, therefore, form a central
part of our curriculum, and one which we take very
seriously. We endeavour, however, to get students to
engage with the complex issues in a contemporary and
relevant way, involving both subject specialists and
members of the broader dental community. So far, our
students have been tremendously positive and have
engaged with life sciences with commitment and
enthusiasm. Although several have considerable basic
science expertise they have found the opportunity to
channel their knowledge into a focussed clinical direction
a real and enjoyable challenge which, in turn, will provide
a sound foundation for a clinical career. We intend to
everything we can to ensure that this trend continues.

♦♦♦♦♦♦
RAE Panel now deliberating….
The RAE panel’s deliberations have now commenced and
the panel’s final assessments will impact significantly on
HEFCE / SHEFCE finding to dental schools and hence
staffing levels. We look forward to a positive outcome to
the assessment exercise for dentistry nationally, which
may then help to maintain staffing levels with consequent
benefits for teaching as well as research.

♦♦♦♦♦♦
ABSTD WEBSITE AND MAILBASE
http://www.abstd.org‐this also includes information on how to
join the mailbase list.
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